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pledge about " worldly goods," is another mattei
The discussions which led to the proposed change
are quite easy to imagine ; it is evident that th<
innovators coolly considered words which showe<
a fine excess, and resolved to substitute prose fo
poetry. Yet what is gained by the abandonmen
of those unqualified surrenders ? It may wel
be that the bridegroom does not legally an<
literally hand over every cent he possesses to th<
bride, though that really is how people feel, o:
ought to feel, when they are being married. Bu1
is " share," quite apart from the loss in regard tc
music (an ally of the spirit), much nearer complete
accuracy ? You can share in any degree; yoi
can take the apple and leave the other person th<
core; a precise statement (applicable to any case
much less all cases) of the extent to which a
bridegroom intends to settle his worldly goods
upon his bride is not possible. Why not go the
whole hog as in the old version, and let the term
remain symbolical of a state of affection and
intention rather than attempt to approach the
terminology of a contract ?

What lies behind the truncated Ten Com-
mandments in the Alternative Order for Holy
Communion is a matter of doubt* It may be
literalisjii or it may be merely a desire to save time.
The second commandment is cut short at " wor-
ship them." The feeling about " a jealous God "
and " the sins of the fathers " is easy to under-
stand ; but if an alternative is deemed desirable
here, why does the whole original text of Exodus
XX* remain undisturbed in the Catechism, fot